
 

RAPID QUESTION 
GUIDE TO INFORM 
RURAL LIVELIHOOD 
RESPONSES FOR 
COVID-19 
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Challenge/ Issue Response Option 

Limited or no access to 

fields/ fishing areas 

• Encourage kitchen gardening or homestead gardening close to the home 
through the provision of inputs (through in-kind distributions or vouchers), 
addressing any gender barriers in access to inputs 

• Advocacy for agriculture and fishing workers as “essential workers”;  

• Promote physical distancing measures, including where collective labour is 
used. 
 

Limited or no access to 

agriculture, livestock, fishing 

inputs 

• Provide vouchers, cash or distributions-in-kind to households linked to local 
suppliers 

• Advocate for scale up or out of Government social protection systems of 
assistance as needed 
 

Limited or no availability of 

agriculture, livestock, fishing 

inputs 

• Provide or facilitate loans (including access to credit), grants or distributions to 
suppliers  

• Refer to market transportation responses if availability is linked to 
transportation blockages 



 

• Advocate to local and/or National government regarding urgent need for 
access to inputs and support market actors as needed 

• Address any gender barriers in access to inputs 

Reduced or lack of 

availability of labour 

• Advocacy for agriculture and fishing workers as “essential workers” 

• Work with local government to explore opportunities for alternative labour 
sources that may now be available, such as students or individuals from 
businesses that have temporarily  

Reduced agriculture 

extension services 

• Promote alternative support measures such as mobiles messages, and transfer 
of information from those with access to mobile phones to those without, and 
especially women farmers. 

• Explore ways extension workers can support the response (such as market 
monitoring, hygiene messaging, etc.) 

Interrupted transportation 

and collection of production 

to sale points 

Opportunities to overcome transportation challenges:  

• Facilitate safe collection “meet-up” points between production areas and 
buyers/intermediaries from larger areas of consumption (including urban 
areas) 

• Advocate for the opening of safe trade corridors 

• Provide or support provision of storage and preservation structures to prevent 
waste during transportation, especially for perishable products 
 

Opportunities to shorten supply chains and increase local demand to sell 

production locally (to limit transport needs):  

• Distribute vouchers to poorest households and link to local producers/sellers 
to increase demand for production 

Decreased market demand, 

for example of fish or 

vegetables 

• Provide (nutritious) food vouchers to households, linked to producers and/or 
sellers 

Poor storage facilities that 

limit life of production 

• Support improved storage for agriculture and fishing production at household 
level, to prolong storage time (provide structures and increase knowledge) 

• Promote/ support community grain banks to help mitigate against future price 
increases. 

Increased food prices • Advocate to governments for the regulation of food prices and for increased 
social assistance  

• Support community grain banks to mitigate against future further increases 

For all of the above…. • Integrate hygiene, IYCF, and physical distancing messaging in activities 

• Use any available gender analysis/local knowledge to ensure women are able 
to access inputs, information and markets where needed 
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